
MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

INFORMATION 
March 28, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. KISSINGER

FROM:	 Helmut Sonnenfeldt

SUBJECT: NPT Ratification

In accordance with instructions from your office I conveyed to George
Springsteen, Deputy Assistant Secretary EUR, the following guidance:

1. That the Department should get moving on its consultation6:
with the Soviets on simultaneous deposit of instruments. (Springsteen
said that a paper on this has been on Secretary Rogers' desk for some-
time. )

2. That after the Soviets have been approached, the Department can
tell the Germans and other allies that such an approach is in train and
we are awaiting a response.

3. That in informing the allies the Department should caution them
against press leaks on our approach to the Soviets or any other press
leaks suggesting that we want simultaneous ratification to forestall
last minute Soviet reservations, because -any such leaks would simply
be taken as an affront by the Soviets.

Also in accordance with instructions from your office, I spoke with
the German Minister ( the German Ambassador is away for several
days) and told him that in pursuance to your conversation with the German
Ambassador, we would be approaching the Soviets on the matter of
simultaneous deposit of instruments. I also told Oncken, as a personal
suggestion, that it would probably be best for the Germans not to talk
to the Soviets about simultaneous US/Soviet ratification since this would
tend to arouse Soviet suspicions.
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